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FULL WEEK OF ACTION FOR GENDER EQUALITY!

Government representatives of UN Economic Commission Altogether around 500 government officials from 56

for Europe (UNECE) Member States, experts, academics, and countries of ECE attended the intergovernmental meeting.
members of international, civil society and private sector Organized by UNECE and UN Women and co-chaired by
organizations gathered in Geneva from 6-7 November representatives from Azerbaijan and the Netherlands, the
to review progress towards the implementation of the intergovernmental meeting was opened by UNECE Execu-
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the most tive Secretary Christian Friis Bach, UN Women Executive
comprehensive plan for advancing women'’s rights, in the Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka and Her Royal Highness
lead-up to its 20th anniversary. Crown Princess Mary of Denmark.

“Pressure is intensif-
ying for world leaders
to deliver on decades
of promises and com-
mitments to gender
equality. As the first of
the regional reviews, it
is up to you now to kick
start this process.”
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Highlights:

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka
Executive Director of UN Women

Left: Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive
Director of UN Women delivering opening
remarks at Beijing+20 UNECE Regional
Review Meeting.
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Princess Mary of Denmark urged governments to make
gender equality a robust goal in the post-2015 agenda and
ratify the Istanbul Convention, calling it a “milestone for f %
ending violence against women.” imena. J‘

Right: From left to right; UN Women Executive Director Phumzile St &
Mlambo-Ngcuka, Her Royal Highness Crown Princess Mary of Denmark :
and UNECE Executive Secretary Christian Friis Bach at the Beijing+20
Regional Review Meeting, Palais des Nations in Geneva.

Photo: UNECE/Violaine Martin



http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2014/11/ece-beijing-review-meeting
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CONCLUSIONS

The concluding recommendations of
co-Chairs presented at the end of the
event, clustered under five focus areas:

Women in the labour market: Gender
equality is not only a human rights
issue but also impacts the economy.
Well-designed labour market policies
and laws on gender equality do make a
difference. Excluding women from full
and equal access to the labour market
represents an economic loss for society.

Women'’s representation in policy and
decision-making: Equal representation
of women and men in different power

and decision-making bodies is still far
from reality in most of the countries in
the region, despite many champions in
the EU. Well-designed legislative gender
quotas should be introduced in parli-
aments and other elected bodies, civil
service as well as corporate boards.

Preventing and eliminating violence
against women and girls: No custom or
traditional practice can justify violence
against women and girls. All countries
in the ECE region should be encouraged
to ratify and implement the Istanbul
Convention.

Civil society organizations call for action
and accountability

A diverse group of 670 participants from

56 countries of the UNECE region gathe-

red in Geneva from 3-5 November, prece-

ding the inter-governmental meeting, to

review the implementation of the Beijing
Platform for Action progress.

Organized by the NGO Committee on the
Status of Women, Geneva, the NGO Forum
delivered its recommendations in ten
cluster areas.

They put forward a declaration calling for:
implementation and resourcing of all
women’s rights agendas with effective
accountability and monitoring mechanisms;
a stand-alone goal on gender equality and
women’s rights in the post-2015 agenda;
women’s equal access to all resources;
investment in women’s and girls’ rights,
including sexual reproductive health and
rights; and introduction and enforcement
of measures to end violence against all
women and girls, particularly ending child
early and forced marriages.

UN Women
Deputy Executive
Director Lakshmi
Puri, encourages
women to forge
ahead in their
quest for gender
equality.
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“Beijing+20 has given the
international community the
unique opportunity to reflect
upon progress made and identify
remaining challenges and
strategies for moving forward.
We must make Beijing+20 a
game-changer for the women’s
rights agenda.”

«

UN Women
Regional Director
for Europe and
Central Asia
Ingibjorg Gisladottir
calls on women

and men to work
together towards
defending women’s
rights.
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We have heard over and over again
throughout the last two days that
anti-gender equality ideology and social
conservatism is on the rise in Europe
and Central Asia. If we are not alert and
active as women’s rights defenders,
these conservative tendencies can turn
the tide of the women’s movement and
the progress made over many years.”

Governance and gender justice: Women'’s
and girls’ access to justice is not only a
right in itself but also a strategy to realize
other rights. Discrimination against wo-
men and girls should be clearly defined
by law so as to be enforceable in courts.

The way forward - gender equality for
inclusive and sustainable societies:
The relevance of Beijing Declaration
and the necessity for governments to
implement commitments related to
all priority areas of concern was clearly
underscored, as well as governments’
duty to lead the change.

MEETING WITH THE
YOUTH CAUCUS

UN Women’s Executive Director and
Regional Director for Europe and Central
Asia met with young women leaders at
the sidelines of the meetings; listened
to their concerns about their future,
shared own experiences and delivered
the message that they are the future of
the women'’s rights movement, the ones
to break the barriers facing women and

girls everywhere.
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